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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


WIDESPREAD GRAIN THEFT IN HOANG LIEN SON 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 22 Oct 81 p 3 


[Article by Chinh Tam, Ministry of Grain: "Hoang Lien Son Tolerates Great Grain 
Losses" } 


[Text] In recent years, the Hoang Lien Son grain branch has allowed very large 
quantities of grain to be stolen and wasied, This serious shortcoming was caused 
by the fact that the branch has given management installations a free rein, 
neglected strict control and inspection, and permitted a number of cadres and 
civil servants to degenerate. Taking advantages of loopholes, bad elements have 
stolen grain from the state. Discipline enforcement has not been strict. Re- 
cently, under the guidance of the Ministry of Food, an initial change has taken 
place at management installations; however, the results were still very little. 


Many grain thefts have occurred at district and city grain bureaus, stores, 
storage areas and grain processing enterprises, Many cadres and civil servants 
have violated economic management principles and procedures. At a number of 
places, grain was even stolen during the days when a control unit coming from above 
was working near by. The Dai An store and Yen Bai City are two cases in point. 
Storehouses there have supplied commodities even to many customers having no 
official purchase orders. Asked why he carried home 400 kg of paddy, the custo- 
dian of a storehouse where reserves are kept, casually said, “Advanced loan!" 

In complicity with merchants, a storehouse custodian let them enter his store- 
house at 0400 hours to haul off commodities to the market for sale, the proceeds 
of which were split among participants. At the Van Yen grain bureau, there were 
stories such as "loaning" paddy to personnel on a long-term basis in the so-called 
name of "distribution to contractual rice hullers," selling manioc outside the 
plan so as to set up a secret fund, making false papers, and changing invoices to 
embezzle tens of tons of grain, Nitrate fertilizer sent in by the state to ex- 
change for the peasants’ paddy has also been stolen--some tens of quintals (Luc 
Yen District). An unprecedented practice took place at the grain bureau of that 
district: the arbitrary distribution of ration stamps worth 30 tons of grain 

to the bureau personnel as “loan.” Lacking the spirit of responsibility, in just 
a few months the Van Yen grain bureau [diverted] 182 tons of grain consisting 
entirely of rice, wheat flour and paddy to animal husbandry, Given such internal 
imbroglois, how can primary-level cadres talk grain consuming installations into 
properly carrying out party and state policies? 




















Control of grain consuming places shows that many organs, state farms and lumber 
camps, etc., have told lies about the number of workers so as to steal grain from 
the state. A surprise inspectioa recovered nearly 200 tons of misused grain 
including 56 tons supplied to non-existent persons; 74 tons supplied not in line 
with criteria; 15 tons supplied to persons absent without leave; 36 tons of un- 
authorized stock, etc. The Bao Thang state farm added 370 names to its personnel 
roster to get a monthly grain excess of more than 6,000 kg. And its director as 
well as its daily activities manager were absolved of all responsibilities! 


To thwart the bad practice of stealing grain from the state, the Hoang Lien Son 
Labor Service has recently sent many groups of cadres into basic installations 
to check on the number of personnel, To a certain extent, this has helped the 
provincial party committee and people's committee to clearly see the serious 
bureaucratism of sector heads. 


If such sectors as public security, grain, finance, banking, commerce, etc., 
organize regular and strict control phases, good results will certainly result, 
involving not only the management of grain, ration stamps, and even cash, but also 
other areas; however, strict punishment must be meted out to embezzlers, subjecting 
them to administrative disciplinary measures and reimbursement to the state for 
stolen property. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


FIRM DEFENSE OF SOCIALIST FATHERLAND URGED 
Hanoi TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese Oct 81 pp 1-10 


[Article by Trung Dung: "Forever Firmly Defend the Beloved Socialist Vietnam 
Fatherland" |] 


[Text] In his important speech to the first session of the Seventh Legislature, 
Comrade Le Duan, Secretary-General of our Party's Central Committee Executive 
Board, has clearly pointed out the following: 


"For a long time to come our entire Party, our entire people and our entire armed 
forces have to continue simultaneously two strategic missions: to successfully 
build socialism and all the time be combat ready so as to firmly defend the so- 
cialist fatherland, be determined to frustrate all aggressive plots and actions 
of the expansionist, hegemonist Chinese and other international reactionary 
forces, thus contributing to the revolutionary undertaking of the people of the 
world.” 


The defense of the Fatherland is the sacred duty of each and every patriotic Viet- 
namese citizen. That is a major issue with which the Fifth Party Congress is very 
much concerned together with the questionsof nation-building, of socialist edifi- 
cation, of solving the urgent economic tasks in the five years 1981-1985 and also 
in the rest of the 80's. Our entire armed forces need to clearly realize the 
situation and attendant tasks as regards the defense of the Fatherland: our vic- 
tory and the enemy's defeat; their new plots and policies; to raise our combat 
readiness, the quality of our troops, and to consolidate our national defense; 

to resolutely and completely defeat, together with the entire people, every single 
plot of the Peking reactionaries as they team up with the U.S. imperialists to 
weaken and grab Vietnan. 


I 


After the great victory of the Spring of 1975 our nation steps into a new era. 
Our people has achieved national reunification and led the entire country onto 
the path to socialism. The Fourth Party Congress set forth the mission of de- 
fending the Fatherland that goes hand in hand with that of nation-building. 


The realities of the situation have shown that such missions are extremely cor- 
rect and in accordance with the situation in our country and in the world, cor- 
rectly reflecting a universal law of socialist revolution and reflecting also 

a law of existe-ce and development of the Vietnamese nation in several thousand 
years of history, which is that nation-building must go hand in hand with na- 
tional defense. 
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Nonetheless, at the time our entire Party did not see the whole complexity of 
the situation, especially the open, rapid and blatant reversal of policy perpe- 
trated by the Peking reactionary group. 


The Pol Put-Ieng Sary clique immediately caused armed conflicts meant to take 
over many border areas in the southwest of our country, which soon developed into 
an aggressive war in tuat general area of the Fatherland. Simultaneously, the 
Peking reactionaries openly opposed the Vietnamese revolution through many dif- 
ferent measures and went ahead with making preparations for their aggressive war 
directed at our northern frontier provinces. 


The Central Committee of our Party had in timely fashion met at the Fourth Party 
Congress to clearly point out the new enemy aggressors and mobilize the entire 
nation so that we could concentrate our forces and implement the military tasks 
immediately confronting us, that is to defeat the enemy to the southwest and 
firmly consolidate the northern frontier provinces in anticipati n of the the 
aggressive war coming from Peking through the direct participation of the Chinese 
army. 


Under the enlightened leadership of the Politburo, our army and people who had 
just emerged from two national liberation wars fighting against the French and 
against the U.S. immediately carried out successfully two wars meant to defend 
the Fatherland, we continuously and rapidly defeated two aggressive wars by the 
new enemy, i.e. the reactionary clique among the Peking leaders acting in collu- 
sion with the U.S. imperialists. That is “the most outstanding fact in recent 
years."* 





We have crushed a great and extremely dangerous strategic scheme of Peking “which 
meant to make our people knuckle under through the use of two strategic lines of 
attack, from the south and from the north."* We have firmly defended our Father- 
land and fulfilled our international duty in regard to the brotherly Kampuchean 
people. 





The victory of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea in their mission to defend the Father- 
land and their common progress towards socialism have created a new combination, 
a new quality in the revolutionary movement in Indochina. ' 


The heroic Vietnamese people has once again together with the other brotherly 
nations of the Indochinese peninsula dealt an appropriate preemptive blow to the 
global counter evolutionary strategy of China's modern expansionism and hegemonism 
in its primary strategic direction at the present time which is to rush south so 
as to rule over all of Southeast Asia. We have also “victoriously fought the 
first battle” in the new historical confrontation with the Peking reactionarics 
acting in collusion with the U.S. imperialists. 


The very great historic victory of our people in the defense of the Fatherland 
together with the great victories of the entire nation in socialist edification 
have proved that the general line set forth by our Party at the Fourth Party Con- 
gress is very correct while at the same time pointing out to our Party's prac- 





* This and subsequent asterisks in the text refer to: 
Le Duan, Speech to the First Session, Seventh Legislature. 








tical organizational ability. “The revolutionary realities of the last five 
years have proved that the Party has grasped in time the complex developments of 
the situation, come up with resolute and enlightened strategic advocacy liazes, 
and decided the correct direction of the revolution at crucial and urgent points 
in time.” 


Our people is extremely heroic, our armed forces are extremely heroic, they always 
have faith in their beloved Party. Despite the many years of extremely arduous 
fighting where we had to endure uncounted losses and sacrifices, despite the many 
wants and difficulties in our immediate surroundings, our people and armed forces 
continue to raise high their revolutionary heroism, endeavor to victoriously 
achieve the revolutiorary line of the Party, and continue the arduous struggle 
not only against the foreign invaders and the internal enemy but also against 
poverty and underdevelopment while at the same time fulfilling their international 
duty. 


In the process of leading and providing guidance to the consolidation of national 
defense, to building our armed forces and to implementing the people's war for 
the defense of the Fatherland against the aggressiv: war of the Peking reaction- 
aries, which is closely linked to the process of leading and providing guidance 
in economic edification and in the implementation of the socialist revolution in 
the framework of the entire country, the Party's military line in the period of 
nation-building and defense of the Fatherland has rapidly been formed and developed 
unceasingly. That general line was sketched in broad outline at the Fourth Party 
Congress and has been gradually made concrete and more perfect through the reso- 
lutions of the Central Committee Executive Board, of the Politburo and of the 
Central Military Commission, through the fighting and building experience of our 
entire army and people, in all localities from north to south and in all battle- 
fields. That is the all-people national defense line and the people's war in 
defense of the socialist Fatherland. 


The Party's military line in the defense of the Fatherland is an organic part of 
the general socialist line, which applies both politically and economically, both 
internally and externally. It inherits and develops to a new level the Party's 
military line during the liberation and national defense wars during the last 
several decades and the military traditions of our nation formed during several 
millenia of national defense. It absorbs the advanced experience of the people 
and armed forces of the Soviet Union and of other brother socialist countries, 
combined with the newest military knowledge of every country. 


Through their own fighting in all areas,and through their creative revolutionary 
wisdom and spirit, our cadres and soldiers have coutributed to making concrete 
and building the Party's military line and to organizing the victorious implemen- 
tation of that line. 


II 


In implementing a comprehensive and longterm strategy meant to weaken and swallow 
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea so that they could rush down and take over Southeast 
Asia, the Peking reactionary clique in power who act in collusion with the U.S. 
imperialists have on their own identified themselves as the direct and dangerous 
enemy of out people as well as of the people of all Indochinese countries, as the 
enemy of independence, neutrality, peace and stability in Southeast Asia. The 
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observations of the Fourth Party Central Committee Plenum, fourth session, as vell 
as the other resolutions of the Politburo and of the Central Military Commission 
on this matter have proved to be totally correct. 


We are having to do this time with a new enemy, « very dangerous one with char- 
acteristics that make him different from the imperialist enemy. They were ori- 
ginally friends now turned into enemies. They wear the masks of Marxism-Leninisna, 
they camouflage themselves under the banner of socialism in order to opposed Mar- 
xism-Leninism and socialism. They make believe that they are raising high the 
banner of national independence fighting against “hegemonism big and small” so as 
to carry out their own expansionism and aggression against Vietnam and other na- 
tions. They attack in cruel and insidious manner the comrades in the leadership 
of our Party, headed by Comrade Le Duan, who are outstanding disciples of Presi- 
dent Ho and who are continuing to raise high the banner of President Ho's revolu- 
tion till the last objective, yet they are playing up the slogansof “protecting 
President Ho's revolutionary line” and of “remaking the Vietnamese revolution 
and restore the Chinese-Vietnamese friendship." They look for backing not among 
the exploiting classes, the landowners and the bourgeois capitalists as the im- 
perialists did in the old days but among bad, retrograde and degenerate elements 
found within the masses of workers, peasants, and among the rank and file of our 
Party and state. In particular, they make everything possible to take advantage 
of the minority nationalities issue in order to sabotage the fighting solidar- 
ity of the three countries of Indochina, between Vietnam end the Soviet Union on 
the one hand and the rest of the world socialist community on the other. They 
make ~very effort to collude with the U.S. imperialists and all the remnant reac- 
tionary lackeys found in Indochina together with other reputedly antico-munist 
reactionary and warmongering powers in Southeast Asia so as to realize their black 
schemes. 





What is particularly noteworthy is that the leading clique in Peking at tbc pres- 
ent time is proceeding with what the West calls “de-Maoization,” as if ciey are 
criticizing the erroneous line of Mao Zedong and “correcting” them sv as to "go 
back" to Marxis2-Leninism! This is a complete trickery which car deceive a number 
of muddled heads who are illusory and lack solidity. This is why we need to keep 
up our vigilance, lay bare their true nature and lay bare the true nature of that 
Maoism which the leading clique in Peking is continuing to pursue with new and 
more subtle, more perfidious measures, which look more "Marxist-Leninist" and 
which therefore are all the more dangerous. 





We must make clear that the true nature of Maoism is Chinese chauvinistic expan- 
sionism and hegemonism that goes under the name of Marxism-Leninism. That is a 
modern expression of the Great Han ideology in the conditions of today's world. 
Mao and his followers wish to transform China into a superpower that would grow 
up into the hegemon of the entire world under the name of “center of the world 
revolution"! Now that Marxism-Leninism and socialism have taken deep roots in 
the heart and mind of progressive mankind, now that they have become a necessary 
law of history and a living, brilliant reality in many countries on every conti- 
nent from Europe to Asia, from the Americas to Africa, the reactionary and trait- 
orous powers that fake revolution must raise high the banner of Marxism-Leninisa 
and socialism so as to cheat the world: this is all too understandable. Is it 
not just another of the "fashions" of the time? 


The reactionary clique in Peking at the present time, while they do criticize Mao 
personally to a certain extent, in actuality still open declare their adherence 








to Maoism and implement their expansionism and hegemonism. They consider "Maoism 
to be the collective product of Chinese revolutionary leaders represented by Mao 
but not the product of Mao and Mao alone.” 


Thus when we say that we are opposing Maoism it means that we are opposing the 
expansionist and aggressive policy of the reactionary clique among the leadership 
in Peking at the present moment. We have to resort to “criticism by the arms” on 
the military and volitical front so as to defeat the various genres of aggressive 
and subversive war being practiced against our country, for the sake of inde- 
pendence and socialism, beca se it is our national task and our nationai duty. 
Simultaneously we wust use “the weapon of cricicism” on the theoretical and ideo- 
logical front so as to defeat their psywar arguments and wipe out their poisonous 
influence if any or if it still exists so as to protect the purity of Marxism- 
Leninism and to protect the ideological battlefield of our army and people. 


The internal and external policies developed by the clique in power in Peking 
since 1978 permit us to think that Maoism has developed into a new stage with a 
number of characteristics which theoreticians in the world have come to call Maoism 
after Mao. They have been put forward since the Third Central Committee Plenum 
and since perfected through the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Plenums of the socalled 
"Chinese Communist Party" and they have become the “political, theoretical and 
ideological bases” justifying the policies of Peking since after the death of 
Mao. Those policies are extremely reactionary but they are painted as “going 
back to Marxism-Leninism,” as “repudiating the negative aspects ard developing 
the positive ones of Mao Zedong,” and as “inheriting and promoting Mao Zedong's 
Thought in a creative manner in consonance with the new conditions." 


In the case of Vietnam, as everybody knows, Peking has resorted to many barbaric 
and insidious tricks, especially they have hidden themselves so as to use the Pol 
Pot-Ieng Sary lackey troops and launch the aggressive war in the southwest border 
regions of our country; thereafter they have blatantly sent in 600000 Chinese 
troops to directly carry out their aggressive war at the border provinces to the 
north of our country. Having been miserably defeated in these forms of aggressive 
war, “Peking as accompanied and supported by the U.S. warmongering powers is pro- 
ceeding with a new form of comprehensive sabotage war against Vietnam, Laos and 
Kampuchea,"* thus “preparing the conditions for carrying out a large scale aggres- 
sive war meant to swallow whole the entire region."* 


The sabotage war is an integral part of the comprehensive and longterm strategy 
of Peking meant to weaken and takeover Vietnam and the other countries of Indo- 
china. That war is being carried out on all fronts: military, economic and poli- 
tical, psychological, ideological and organizational; it is carried out through 
the use of vicious tricks, both brazen and subtle, on all points: at the border 
regions, along the coast, on the islands and inside the country, in the cities 
and in the countryside, in the highlands aad in the delta regions, from the pro- 
vinces to the north down to the southern provinces. 


Militar‘ly, they get their troops to apply pressure on our northern borders, rep- 
resenting a permanent threat of war; causing localized armed conflict; sabotaging 
the strengthening of our national defense, the building of our army, and weakening 
us militarily; at the same time that they are realistically preparing for their 
aggressive war on a graduated scale. In particular, during last summer the ag- 
gressive Chinese have carried out many attacks into our territory, occupied a 

















number of localities in the border provinces to the north of our country such as 
Cao Loc (Lang Son) and Vi Xuyen (Ha Tuyen). These territorial occupations have 
become a new genre of strategic woves by the aggressive Chinese troops, the ter- 
ritorial annexation moves in the sabotage war waged by Peking. It can stop there 
if it encounters severe deaeat at our hands but it can also develop into a long- 
term "annexation war," one form of “border war" meant specifically for the purposes 
of “wearing us out in the lcng run" militarily, politically and economically; of 
permanently threatening us, causing tensions and difficulties for the building of 
socialism by our people, especially in the frontline provinces; of creating che 
conditions for forming bases wherefrom they can carry out “internal” rebellion 
and subversion; of probing our defenses and improving their advance positioning; 
of making preparations for a jump off point and of preparing for the launching of 
a large scale aggressive war; and of giving rotating training to their troops etc. 


Coupled with the military measures, the enemy endeavors to sabotage us economic- 
ally, to sabotage our socialist reformation and edification through organizing 
the burning of our warehouses, taking advantage of and boring into the negative 
aspects of our economy and living standard in the hope of debilitating the econo- 
mic and national defense potential of our people in the entire country as well as 
in various localities. 


At the same time the enemy feverishly proceeds with its psychological warfare, its 
espionage war, trying to link up with other reactionary cliques henchmen of impe- 
rialism so as to surreptitiously organize opposition activities and to sabotage 

us politically, ideologically and organizationally. 


The enemy's sabotage war is carried out on a permanent, longterm basis so as to 
debilitate our forces step by step and encroach into our territory bite by bite 
in the manner of "silkworms eating mulberry leaves" in close combination with 
preparations which they are making to carry out a massive and large scale aggres- 
sive war in order to annex our country. 





The new enemy of our people is extremely vicious and dangerous. They have a number 
of advantages which can be considered as their strong points, such as a large ter- 
ritory, a huge population and a lot of troops; they also have a definite amount 

of understanding of our situation; they furthermore act in collusion with the 

U.S. imperialists and other reactionary powers... Nonetheless, they have many 
fundamental weaknesses that lie in the very nature of their expansionism and hege- 
monism and in the reactionary line of the leading clique; in the unjust nature 

of aggressive war; in the backwardness of China from all points of view, economic, 
technological and military, as compared to the U.S. imperialists... China is big 
but not powerful, this is an all too clear truth. Their defeat in the scheme of 
aggressing against Vietnam and of swallowing us is a historical necessity. 


Ill 


Our country at the present time is still in the situation of having both peace 

and the possibility of war. Andinactuality there are units of our army and people 
which are carrying out the struggle on the fighting front so as to defeat the an- 
nexation war moves of the enemy in a number of border localities to the north of 
our country; to crush all other counterrevolutionary armed activities, all rebel- 
lions and subversive activities by the enemy; and to fulfiil our international 

duty on the Kampuchean and Laotian battlegrounds. In particular, our entire army 
and people must always be ready to defeat the aggressive wars of whatever scale 











that the Chinese reactionaries may launch together with defeating the comprehen- 
sive war of sabotage that they are implementing right now. In this period or in 
any other period of our nationbvilding and national defense consolidation, our 
people may still have to continue fighting other wars in defense of the Father- 
land. We must always take the initiative in responding to the situation and we 
must every time grasp the strategic initiative in any situation. 


It is clear that the defense of the Fatherland is an urgent and immediate task 
while it is at the same time a fundamental, permanent and longterm one. We must 
have no illusions of the enemy nor expect positive changes from them. Of course, 
it is the trend of the time that the reactionary clique in power in Peking will 
certainly be overthrown by the Chinese people and that the Chinese revolution 
will go back to the correct path with friendship restored between our two coun- 
tries, China and Vietnam. But owing to the concrete historical conditions of 
China at the present time it does not seem likely that that is about to happen 

in the near future. Moreover, Peking is being linked up more and more closely 
and dangerously with the U.S. imperialists. And as long as there are still impe- 
rialism and the international reactionaries, then our people would still have to 
uphold their vigilance and always closely combine nation building with the defense 
of the Fatherland. We should not just see the tasksof nation building, concen- 
trate on the economic front, and solve the problems of production and living con- 
ditions without attending fully to the tasks of combat readiness, national defense 
strengthening and preparing for opposing an aggressive war. As pointed out by 
Comrade Le Duan, we "must mobilize the efforts on every front of the people and 

of our armed forces while at the same time utilizing well the assistance of the 
Soviet Union and other countries in the socialist community, so as to guarantee 
that the country always have enough strength to defeat the enemy in all situations 
and in every kind of war that they choose to cause."™ 


Our people's armed forces must unceasingly raise their quality and level of combat 
readiness; they must, together with the people of each locality and in the entire 
country, especially in the frontline border regions and on the islands, perfect 
their defense posture so as to be in full control of the situation, to attack 
vigorously and defend each sacred inch of the Fatherland and protect the life and 
property of the people. We nust combine national defense with public security, 
national defense with economics, pirticipate in productive labor and maintain 
political security and public order as well as social safety, contribute to build- 
ing combat villages and streets, building district level fortresses, and building 
the provinces into strategic units of the people's national defense and of the 
people's war in defense of the Fatherland. We must fulfill both our national and 
our international duties. 


The quality of our troops always constitutes an extremely important strategic ques- 
tion that concerns everybody. We must vigorously push forward the building of 

our our regular and modern people's army; study carefully so as to solve well the 
organizational problems of various units, organs and schools in accordance with 

a revolutionary and scientific viewpoint; raise high the quality of political 
education and military training; truly take care of the spiritual end material 
conditions of the cadres and soldiers; and strengthen iron discipline on the basis 
of self-awareness and in a fair way. We must strive to struggle so as to make 

the army into a true and huge school contributing to forming the young generations 
into new socialist men. That is the responsibility of every echelon in the army 
from above down and not just the responsibility of the base units. We must be 

















determined to do well this work in the solicitude and assistance bestowed upon 
us by the various organs of the Party, of the state and of the people. 


Another extremely important question is the development of our military science 

and art to another level, the building of a military science and art in the people's 
war in defense of the socialist Vietnam Fatherland. To do so we must master the 
political line and the military line of the Party in the new stage; do well the 
work of recapitulating on our experiences, know how to inherit and develop the 
invaluable experiences of the liberation and national defense wars in the last 
several decades; strive to learn the modern knowledge and advanced experience 

of the Soviet army so as to adapt them to the ever-changing concrete conditions 

of our army and country. We must absolutely not be conservative, stop in one 

place, and rely merely on our experience, nor should we be unrealistic. 


To do well the job of recapitulating on the experience gathered in the last five 
years, to draw from them the correct conclusions, to raise the efficiency of every 
aspect of army building, to vigorously push the movement for effectively imple- 
menting the Great Movement, and to successfully accomplish all tasks will be 

ways of realistically raise the quality of our troops. That will also be our con- 
tribution to building the army on the long run, thus guaranteeing that the Viet- 
nam People's Army never cease to grow and forever be a keen instrument of violence 
of the Party, of the state and of the people. 


In close combination with economic development and the fostering of the socialist 
revolution, our people must also strive to build a strong all-people national 
defense network, considering that to be a vital organic part of the revolutionary 
undertaking of our people, within the general line of socialist revolution as set 
forth by our Party. We must combine tightly the economic question with the na- | 
tional defense question and the national defense question with the economic if | 
we are to make our country strong in every situation, both defeating the enemy 
scheme of making us weak and solving well the questions of building and protecting 
society's living standards and production. We are having many difficulties in 

the economic area and in living conditions; we must concentrate on disentangling 
these difficulties but we must do so in relation to national defense; and thus 

it will only be in tne economic interest and for the wellbeing and happiness of 
the people. 


Our Party was born and led the armed uprising and revolutionary war for almost 
half a century, it has much experience in wartime leadership and in mobilizing 
the entire people to realize “everything for the front, everything for victory." 
At the present time our Party must learn more experience in peacetime national 
defense when we are not yet at war, in preparing the country for another war and 
transforming it into war gears so as to defeat the enemy when they cause an ag- 
gressive war. At any rate a war will take place during definite time limits 
whereas national defense is a permanent, longterm endeavor. 


In the case of a party in power, the Party's general line and policies must be 
institutionalized into state law; the Party's point of view and ideology must be 
concretized into specific articles of law and regulations or norms for the govern- 
ment authorities. This must find expression also in the consolidation of national 
defense, in the protection of the Fatherland as in economic development, nation 
building. To build the mechanisms of a leading Party, of the people as owner, 

and the state as manager in the defense of the Fatherland also constitutes an 
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important, new and difficult question which requires much research. We must 
urgently proceed step by step, drawing out the experience on the job and perfect- 
ing them gradually, we should not be perfectionist. This is something that can 
be solved well only after a relatively long time and we should not be impatient 
about it. 


The fundamental questions in the national defense line of our Party have been 
put forth during the Fourth Party Congress, they have been concretized and gra- 
dually developed in the conte:t of reality in the last few years through the 
resolutions of the Party Central Committee, of the Politburo and of the Central 
Military Commission. The question now is to recap on the assembled experience 
so as to do well the new tasks in the coming years. 


The Fifth Party Ceongress will continue to concretize the socialist revolutionary 
line and the correct economic line which have been outlined since the Fourth Party 
Congress, it will set forth the directions and tasks of economic development as 
well as other tasks in the five-year plan of 1981-1985 and in the 1980's of which 
the building and consolidation of national defense is one. 


To build defense lines; to build fighting villages and streets; to build district 
level military fortresses; to build the provinces into solid national defense 
units; and to combine national defense with the economic question in each and 
every locality and all over the country. To vigorously push the building of a 
modern regular people's army; to strengthen the material bases of national defense. 
To organize militia and self-defense forces in the production units; to build up 
the reserves; to vigorously push the movement for gymnastics and athletics in 
view of national defense... On all these important questions, we should not wait, 
we should be the one, the armed forces themselves should be the one which toge- 
ther with other sectors and organs of the state and of the people to implement, 

to organize the implementation by themselves, to transform the correct Party line 
into actual victory. The building and concretization of the mechanisms of the 
leading Party, of the people as master, and of the state as the manager in the 
defense of the Fatherland must also be closely linked with the completion of t*e 
national defense consolidation tasks in the days to come, and we cannot sep*-are 
the building and concretization of these mechanisms from the question of economic 
development and from the management of all aspects of society. 


* 
x * 


The last five years have been a period of extremely great victories. "Our work 
has had many strengths but we could not help having a few shortcomings and making 
a few errors."** Nonetheless, disregarding the thousands of new difficulties 
encountered in our revolutionary progress, our Party has led the entire nation 

in fighting heroically and working laboriously, "writing one more glorious chapter 
in our epic struggle for the independence and freedom of the Fatherland, it has 
developed the Vietnamese revolution to a new strategic posture, one that is more 
solid than at any other time during history."* In production and in our life 
there are still many difficulties and we have not been entirely rid of negative 
phenomena but “at no time has our people been endowed with as much capability as 
at the present time to protect the Fatherland and build socialism."* 





**F letter of the Vietnamese Communist Party Central Committee on calling the 
Fifth Party Congress. 
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Party congresses are important events in the political and spiritual life of the 
entire Party, of the entire nation and of the entire armed forces, they must rep- 
resent the heroic fervor and concentrate the wisdom of the entire people. Our 
entire armed forces, each cadre and each soldier, through their actual work full 
of creativity in the defense of the Fatherland and contributing to the nation 
building effort, must contribute their best part to the success of the Party Con- 
gress; then they must organize for the successful implementation of the correct 
resolutions of the Congress. 


Forever Firmly Defend the Beloved Socialist Vietnam Fatherland! 


All for the Socialist Fatherland and for the People's Happiness! 


1751 
cso: 4209/107 


12 











MILITARY AFFAinS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


BRIEFS 


VIETNAMESE DESERTERS--The Vietnamese army is having to deal with a growing number of 
desertions. More than one hundred officers serving in Kampuchea are reported to have 
crossed into Thailand in a period of six months. In addition five airplane and 
helicopter pilots are reported to have asked for political asylum in China. A 


sixth pilot, having failed in an escape attempt, was executed. [Text] [Paris 
LE POINT in French 7 Dec 81 p 75] 


CSO: 4200/14 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


MERGE® WITH SOCIALIST BLOC INSTEAD OF QUEST FOR AID 
Hami .... DAN in Vietnamese 21 Oct 81 p 3 
[Article by Nguyen Khac Vien: "A New Joy"] 


[Text] The aftermon sunlight was shining on the brick-colored walls of the 
Kremlin; near the riverside, on an old power plant preserved as a historic vestige, 
a slogan stood out saying: Communist means Soviet administration plus electrifi- 
cation. 


Once again, I had the good luck t set foot on Lenin's country and its capital 
city--Moscow. I was glad tw see--through the atrfield, the new housing areas, 

the vehicles on the roads and the printing wrks of the Nowsty Publishing 
House--that the Soviet Union had been making headway in building material tases 
for communism. I was mved by the sincere welwme given by my friends and I was 
all the more so on learning during some talks that the Soviet people would have to 
make many mre sacrifices for the world revolution and in their role as a solid 
bulwark against all plots of the impetwus and bellicose imperialists. When 
walking in the streets or sitting in a subway car, I saw once again the faces, gait 
and manners of gentle, almost simple-minded pw ple: The fact that a pewple living 
in a crowded and lively capital city with its mdern mans and wmplex inter- 
national relations could remain so ingenuwus was a very strange phemmemn which 

I had never seen in any other capital. 


All these impressions were not in the least new, however, Rather, what was new 
during this visit was what occurred to my mind. Althowh I came to the Soviet 
Union this time to participate in a conference on cooperation in publishing 
materials on some topics--a mission considered to be wmimportant--, the thowht 
I had when I left it was quite different from that I had on my arrival. 


On leaving my country, I had the intention of explaining to my friends the diffi- 
culties experienced by my own agency and trying to obtain some aid on paper supply, 
foreign specialists and cadres’ training; for my part, coming from a poor, war- 
torn country, my presence [at the conference] would be the principal thing and 
merely showing my attitude and feelings in a clear manner would suffice, However, 
after working for two days, a new thought crossed my mind and I suddenly and 
clearly realized that our relationships with the Soviet Union had entered a new 


stage. 
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My thought of “quest for aid" has become outdated. Since my country is now a 
menber of the socialist countries’ system, today is no longer the time to come here 
to ask for some aid and then to bring it hame and use it at will according to our 
own convenience. Such a concept was correct only when we were struggling for 
independence, when we were relying on the Soviet Union and other socialist cow- 
tries and when we were fully responsible for the conduct of our liberation war. 


I have forgotten our party's repeated advice that what enables an underdeveloped 
country which has recovered independence to advance to socialism without going 
through the capitalist development phase is the presence of the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries with their developed economies. After recovering 
independence, our position should not be to stand alone, to confine ourselves 
within our national boundaries and to try to obtain outside aid but to join the 
world system of the socialist countries. Certainly, we are still at a low level 
of development within this system but this is not a reason for our failure to 
fully play our role as a member fully vested with rights and duties. Since we 
have recovered our independence, the time has come for us to move forward past 
our nationai frontiers and to merge into the world socialist system. Only by 
doing so can we firmly ensure our independence and successfully build socialisn. 


Because of its international nature, large-scale socialist production cannot be 
restricted to national frameworks. The more backward a country is, the more neces- 
sary it is for it to merge into the common system so that the latter as a whole 

may pull it along just like a car linked to a train. From now on, the question is 
no longer to secure aid but to participate in international task assignment so 

that each country has to ful fill a mission to contribute to the common cause. Our 
horizon is thus being broadened. 


That is how my heart was filled with a new joy when I left the Soviet Union after 
only a few days of work on a minor topic. 


9332 
CSO: 4209/108 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


'XINHUA' NOTES SRV'S COAL PRODUCTION PROBLEMS 
0W091250 Beijing XINHUA in English 1232 GMT 9 Dec 81 


[Text] Hanoi, 9 Dec (XINHUA)--Vietnamese people and factories have felt acutely 
the pinch of shrinking coal production and power output. 


Coal mines, the country's predominant supplier of energy and a major hard currency 
earner, had fulfilled only 70 per cent of this year's plan by the end of October. 
The 1980 output was 5.3 million tons as against 6.2 million tons in 1977. 


Owing to the scarcity of coal and oil and shortage of spare parts and accessories, 
power plants have been generating less and less, from 3.857 billion kwh's in 1979 
to 3.631 kwh's in 1980. 


This shortfall in energy has made itself felt in industrial production and the life 
of the people. It has contributed in no small measure to the slide in the production 
of state-owned enterprises in Hanoi in the first six months of this year. Power sup- 
ply in Haiphong falls 50 per cent short of the port city's needs. 


As an emergency measure, the Vietnamese authorities sent army units to work the coal 
mines. When inspecting coal mines early last year, the Vietnamese party boss, Le 
Duan, said that "to extract more coal at present is to save the nation.” He asked 
miners to increase their workdays and work overtime. But the situation remains 
serious. 


In a recent press interview, Phan Anh Vinh, vice minister of mines and coal, noted 
the absence rate at the best-known Hong Gae mine was 24 percent and 32 percent at 
Uong Bi mine in the second quarter of this year. More than 1,900 miners resigned 
from work and went back to the countryside. They had quit the hazardous and exhaust- 
ing job because of their insufficient grain ration and other hardships. 


CSO: 4220/132 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


BRIEFS 


GDR FOREIGN TRADE OFFICIAL VISIT--Hanoi, 1 Dec VNA--A delegation of the Chamber of 
Foreign Trade of the German Democratic Republic headed by the president of the chaz- 
ber, Otto Weitkus has visited Vietnam. President Otto Weitkus exchanged views with 
Hoang Trong Dai, president of the Vietnamese Chamber of Commerce, on developing 
trade cooperation between the two countries. He said that the GDR Chamber of For- 
eign Trade was ready to help Vietnam in personnel training and in other fields. The 
GDR delegation paid a tribute at the Ho Chi Minh mausoleum, and made a tour of Hanoi 
and Ho Chi Minh City. [Text] [0W010841 Hanoi VNA in English 0708 GMT 1 Dec 81] 


USSR, SRV SPORTS EQUIPMENT AGREEMENT--Hanoi, 3 Dec VNA--A delegation of the indus- 
trial department of the Soviet Physical Culture and Sports Commission paid a 
friendship visit to Vietnam from November 19 to December 2. While here, it signed 
an agreement with the Vietnamese side on cooperation in the production of equipment 
for physical culture and sports in the five years ending in 1985, paid a tribute at 
the Ho Chi Minh mausoleum and visited the late president's home and office. The 
Soviet guests also toured several establishments for research and production of 
sport equipment in Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, and the provinces of Hanam Ninh, 

Thai Binh and Song Be. [Text] [0WO31947 Hanoi VNA in English 1505 GMT 3 Dec 81) 


SRV, IRAQ CULTURAL COOPERATION--Hanoi, 3 Dec VNA--A programme of cultural coopera- 
tion between Vietnam and Iraq for 1981-1983 was signed here today by Hoang Xuan Tuy, 
vice minister of secondary vocational and higher education, and Dr (B. Kamine Abdul 
Latif), department director general from the Iraqi Ministry of Higher Education and 
Science. (Dr B. Kamine Abdul Latif) is leading a delegation on a friendship visit 
at the invitation of the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry. [Text] [0W031908 Hanoi VNA 

in English 1519 GMT 3 Dec 81] 


DAO DUY TUNG VISITS CZECHOSLOVAKIA--Hanoi, 3 Dec VNA--Dao Duy Tung, member of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee and director of its Marxist-Leninist 
Institute, has paid a friendship visit to Czechoslovakia. He held talks with Z. 
Snitil, member of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia (CPC) Central Committee and 
diredtor of its Marxist-Leninist Institute. On December 1, he was cordially re- 
ceived by J. Havlin, secretary of the CPC Central Committee, who praised the Viet- 
namese people's great efforts in socialist construction and national defence and 
expressed the wish for further strengthening of militant solidarity and friendship 
between the parties and peoples of the two countries. [Text] [0W030841 Hanoi VNA in 
English 0702 GMT 3 Dec 81] 
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SOVIET SHIPS RECEIVED--Hanoi, 9 Dec (VNA)--The Vietnamese Ministry of Transport and 
Communications held a ceremony at Haiphong port today to receive two 1,700-ton ships 
as gifts from the Soviet Government. Present on the occasion were Duong Bach Lien, 
vice-minister of transport and communications; Nguyen Dan, vice-chairman of the Hai- 
phong People's Committee; B.N. Chaplin, Soviet ambassador to Vietnam; and other Viet- 
namese and Soviet officials. Ambassador Chaplin and Vice-Minister Duong Bach Lien, 
empowered respectively by the Soviet and Vietnamese governments, performed the trans- 
fer procedures. Then the Vietnamese national flag was hoisted on the main flag- 
staffs of the two ships--Morskoy 10 and Morskoy 20--which were renamed "Dinh An 10" 
and Dinh An 20." [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1501 GMT 9 Dec 81 OW] 


VCP GREETS JAMAICA LABOR PARTY--Hanoi, 16 Dec (VNA)--The Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam has sent greetings to the second congress of the Jamaica 
Labour tarty. It says, in a message dated today: "Since its first congress, the 
Jamaica Labour Party has unceasingly struggled and made great contributions to the 
anti-imperialist cause, for national independence, democracy, peace and social prog- 
ress in Jamaica. We wish the Jamaica Labour Party, after this congress, still greater 
success. On this occasion, we sincerely thank the Jamaica Labour Party, other ;--- 
gressive organisations, and the fraternal people of Jamaica for your warm support 

for the defense and construction of Vietnam. May your congress be highly success- 
ful." [Text] [0W170043 Hanoi VNA In English 1526 GMT 16 Dec 81] 


CSO: 4220/132 














PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


SITUATION IN VIETNAM, PREPARTIONS FOR FIFTH CONGRESS 
Economic Situation 
Jakarta TEMPO in Indonesian No 37 Vol 11, 14 Nov 81 pp 15-18 


[Text] The country which has often heen victorious in war still 
reflects bad images abroad, especially toward Thailand. However, 
how far will the conflict in Southeast Asia really extend beyond 
Hanoi in the near future? 


In Ba Dinh Square, in front of the famous 9° Chi Minh mausoleum in Hanoi, a few 
policemen are on guard. A number of workers are engaged in repairing the screen 
which separates the mausoleum from the square. As a break from the usual practice 
the mausoleum was closed to the public in the middle of last October. And whoever 
approaches the open building to take a picture of the large photo of the late Ho 
Chi Minh which stands at the top of the mausoleum will certainly be reprimanded by 
the police. 


What's going on? At a quiet-looking building facing the mausoleum, in another part 
of Ba Dinh Square, the police guard seems to be more than usual. Above this tall 
building two policemen carrying walkie-talkies appear to be adjusting the diais. 

It turns out that the building is the locale for an important meeting under way. 
"A Politburo meeting,” says someone in Hanoi. For the preparations for the Fifth 
Congress [of the Vietnamese Communist Party]? “It looks like that,” the person 
cont inued. 





These are the busiest times for the Hanoi leaders. They are busy preparing for the 
Fifth Congress of the Party. When the congress will begin is something which no 
official knows for sure. Originally, it was estimated that the Fifth Congress of 
the Vietnamese Communist Party, to be held in the framework of the 36th anniversary 
of Vietnamese independence, would occur in November. Later, it was heard that the 
congress had been postponed until the end of the year. However, a person close to 
the Vietnamese Ministry of Foreign Affairs believes that the new congress will take 
place between February and March of next year. 


Why is it being postponed? Isn't it true, as Prime Minister Pham Van Dong has said, 
that the forthcoming congress is a continuation and further development of the last 
congress? Speculation has emerged that a closely-divided debate has taken place 
among the Vietnamese leaders. If such a guess is true, one can be sure that the 
topic of the debate will be the prospects for the Vietnamese economy for the next 

5 years. 


19 











With a population of 55 million and a birthrate of more than 2.6 percent per year, 
the burdens for Vietnam are not light ones. Furthermore, the northern part of the 
country is often affected by typhoons and floods. "The last 5 years have been a 
difficult period for Vietnam. The climate has been a real problem,” says Hoang 
Tung, editor of the Party daily newspaper, NHAN DAN. 


Tung, a member of the Party who directs the 33-year-old newspaper, not only speaks 
about the bad weather but also about the number of other things which have not gone 
well. This experienced editor thinks it is necessary to use economic measurements 
and material incentives--things which, in the socialist doctrinal view, are improper. 
Hoang Tung notes that in Vietnam at present the level of productivity of people 
working collectively has declined, compared to when they were working individually. 
For that reason he thinks that it is necessary to have individual incentives for 
workers and farmers. 


This view of the need for an incentives system, as well as for the principle that 
those who work harder must receive a higher return, seems to be convincing a grow- 
ing number of people. This is especially so since the Vietnamese second five-year 
plan (1976-1980) has been officially declared to have been a failure. However, a 
sharp debate immediately began among the Vietnamese leaders, not only regarding 
incentives but also on whether decentralization is needed or not. 


Nguyen Lam, chairman of the Vietnamese national planning body, in a special 
interview with Nayan Canda from the FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW at the end of 
February saw that “there were two tendencies in the Party regarding the central 
management system, either to control everything at that level or to let the local 
level do what it wants to do...if the central level controls everything, factory 
directors and workers will have no initiative. We must obtain an accumulation of 
capital for industrialization from small producers and we must provide material 
incentives to raise the level of production.” 





A revisionist view? Someone who wishes to follow the capitalist road? Not at all, 
says Lam. "We only value three interests: the state, the collective, and the 
individual. What we criticize is bureaucracy and the system in which the center 
controls everything. This provides no opportunity for the creativity of the 
worker. We launched a large-scale campaign against the bureaucracy. The response 
from the people, the workers, and the Party cadres was great. Of course, there are 
some conservative groups, very few in number, which regard the incentive system as 
something which is bad.” 


Indeed, slowly the results of that campaign are beginning to take shape in Vietnan. 
To encourage the farmers in the countryside, they are permitted to retain 5 percent 
of their harvest. The small industrial sector, including handicrafts produced by 
cooperatives, also is implementing a system of stimuli, by paying more to those who 
produce more. 


In the large cities, like Hanoi, this is also beginning to emerge among street 
hawkers selling vegetables and fruit and even prepared food. On one corner in 
Hanoi there is a row of shops belonging to a family which sells fried terns, a 
limited variety of seafood, and even bottled Asahi and Heineken beer. A can of 
their beer is sold for 30 dong, which on the black market is worth $1 (the official 
exchange rate is only $1 to 9 dong). They can even buy the imported beer in the 
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market or from “Intership” [a government-owned outlet]. At a store specially 
provided for the diplomatic corps and foreigners in Hanoi, three cans of beer are 
sold for $1. 


Of course, there are negative effects as a result of the loosening cof controls. At 
a beverages depot across the street from Hotel Thang Loi in Hanoi every day there 
is a group of young men sitting around drinking beer. And in a cafe right next to 
the Hotel Tong Nhat in the heart of Hanoi at noontime one could hear the piercing 
sound of pop disco songs. For the last year or two songs from the West have begun 
to echo in hotels, cafes serving drinks and even in certain private homes. The 
Abba Group, the Beaties, and Bonnie M are the favorites. "One that I like very 
much is Bonnie M's, ‘Rasputin, Lover of the Russian Queen,'” said a woman there--a 
taste similar to the preferences of the girls of “capitalist” Thailand. 


Of course, many things are still different. Vietnam does not yet use cosmetics. 
However, changes are beginning to appear. "Life is beginning to have colors in 
Hanoi,” said a Dutch citizen there. In their clothing the yorxg people have already 
begun to prefer colors, a few adornments, and there are m.y who are wearing their 
hair short. Every afternoon groups of young people and adults ride bicycles. Many 
of them stretch out in the parks or on the shores of the many lakes in Hanoi. How- 
ever, with this limit: at 10:00 pm on the dot the police on guard give them the 
signal to go home. 


What is interesting is that couples are permitted to make love in open places when 
darkness comes. “however, don’t misunderstnad, many of those couples are husband 
and wife," a person at the Indonesian Embassy said. The problem is that the people 
of Hanoi seem to feel that they lack privacy if they remain in their homes or, more 
precisely, in their room. The problem of housing in the Vietnamese capital is well- 
known to be unsatisfactory. A single house usually is occupied by 2 to 4 families, 
depending on its size. 


For the last 6 years the government has been building four-storied apartment houses 
for the people. But don't be surprised if a single room in an apartment 4 meters 
by 4 meters is occupied by a complete family, including children and in-laws. That 
is also possible because the government allows the Vietnamese people to enjoy 
private freedom outside their own home. 


Apart from housing which is full of people, the cost of living in Hanoi, with its 
1.5 million people, also cannot be said to be low. There is rationing, beginning 
with rice and sugar and including spinach. However, a large part of the people's 
needs for the kitchen, unless they are state employees or Party cadres, must be 
obtained from the market. 


In Cho Hom in Hanoi a person can buy average quality rice for D [Dong] 11.50 per 
kilogram, coconut for D 25 per kilogram, leafy vegetables for D 5 kilogram, locally 
produced eggs for D 2 each, cut-up chicken for D 70 per kilogram, very lean beef 
for D 60 per kilogram, cooking ofl for D 70 per liter, local canned milk for D 24 
per can, and kerosene for D 5 per bottle. 


Prices listed in the middle of October were rather moderate because of the success- 
ful harvest this year. However, in fact there are many people who cannot meet their 
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food needs for a month. A resident of Hanoi on the average earns between D 200 
and D 300. For those with a salary of D 200, this means less than 20 kilograms of 
rice in the harvest season. Such a salary does not even amount to 3 kilograms of 
chicken. 


However, there are no signs of young children with distended stomachs because of a 
shortage of food in Vietnam, or older persons who go around begging. At a pagoda, 
more than 60 km outside of Hanoi a grandmother who was guarding the temple admitted 
that for a salary she only received 9 kilograms of rice per month. "The rest of 
what I need I find myself, from my chickens and pigs," she said. "And also from 
the donations of tourists who in fact come here." 


People in Vietnam in fact can live on a handful of rice--a mixture of brow: rice 
and green beans with a little salt, or a mixture of sticky rice and green beans. 
Or noodles mixed with soya sauce made from fish oil, the most important ingredient 
in every Vietnamese home. 


Despite this a report by the world food organization (FAO) notes that in Vietnam 
every year there is a shortage of at least a million tons of foodstuffs. And 
diplomatic sources in Hanoi are convinced that the people there suffer from mal- 
nutrition--perhaps by Western standards. If indeed this view is not true, there is 
still hope: economists in Hanoi are optimistic that the gigantic Mekong Delta dam 
project, in the southern part of the country which they now control, if it turns out 
right (it is hoped to be completed by 1985), will be able to irrigate 5 million 
hectares of flooded ricefields. The project, in addition to aid by the World Bank, 
also use Japanese and Danish technicians. 


The southern part of the country has a more benign climate, compared with the North. 
The appearance of the country, the flooded ricefields, and the flowers which grow 
there resemble Java or Sumatra. There are only two seasons there--different from 
the North, whose four seasons include a definitely cold season. Life in South 
Vietnam is indeed far easier. 


The similarities which appear between Hanoi and Saigon, alias Ho Chi Minh City, 

now are as follows: the two large cities are the same in having many bicycles. 
Whereas in Hanoi and vicinity it is estimated that there are 500,000 bicycles, in 
Ho Chi Minh City, which has more people, there may be more than that. "The atmos- 
phere is very different, " says a visitor from Hue. The young man from Hue admitted 
that this was his first time in Saigon in 9 years. "Previously, many Japanese-made 
motorcycles and automobiles circulated around," he said on his way home from the 
opera house. "Now there are just bicycles." 


That is understandable. A liter of gasoline here costs $3, which means about D 120 
at the black market rate. A tourist can easily get D 40 for $1. That is a striking 
difference between Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City--the place for the black market is 
easy to find, and Dollar A coupons issued by the Bank Devisa Vietnam [Vietnamese 
Foreign Exchange Bank] in practice do not circulate and are not accepted as a 
replacement for the U.S. dollar, whose circulation is officially prohibited. 


People in Ho Chi Minh City seem to prefer to save U.S. dollars so that they can 


travel abroad. Hundreds of people patiently wait at the Ho Chi Minh airport each 
time an airplane arrives. There are those who want to go to Paris, there are 


22 











those who want to go to America, there are those who want to go to Canada. They 
seem to be free to do that--as elements useless to society. 


One way to make money is by selling imported goods, particularly canned food and 
drinks. The government seems to let people in Vietnam receive remittances of money 
from family members who are already abroad. And the money from remittances is much 
circulated again, to buy imported goods through IMEX--an import and export office 
established by the government in several large cities, including Danang, Haiphong, 
and Ho Chi Minh City. 


IMEX, which is the warehouse for the imported goods, sells to businessmen at 
inflated prices. They later resell the goods for a modest profit. Don't ask about 
the price. A Verkades biscuit tin they sell for D 300, and the same price for a 
bottle of Scotch whiskey. These items of merchandise come in from Hong Kong and 
Singapore. There are TV sets, transistor radios, and other electronic items. Who 
buys this? It's not clear. 


An informed source says that the IMEX agents in those two Asian cities "just wait 
around for telephone calls or cables from Ho Chi Minh City." An agent who has now 
established his base in Singapore is a Swede named "Andre." 


This import-export office is part of the activity of the Planning Office of Ho Chi 
Minh City. Beside handling imports, IMEX also exports industrial, handicraft, food, 
and agricultural products--except for rice, rubber, and coffee--and produc<s of the 
sea like fish and seaweed. The director of IMEX, Nguyen van Phuoc, admits that last 
year they didn't export much. “However, this year it is estimated that exports will 
amount to 30 to 40 percent of the production of Ho Chi Minh City," he said. 


IMEX is clearly an essential channel for exports and imports. Its side effects 
still support the spirit of consumption--and also the spirit of capitalism. It is 
rather clear that the system of capitalism or the free market still has consider- 
able staying power in Ho Chi Minh City, more than 6 years after it was taken over 
by the communist party from the North. 


All of that is hard fact--which seems up to now to have forced some of the 
Vietnamese leaders to adopt a rather temporizing or pragmatic attitude. But it is 
just that attitude which makes some of the other leaders worry about the "disease 
of capitalism," which may spread far from there and eat away at the foundations of 
the system of socialism which they are building. For how can socialism fail to be 
damaged if a person can make a big profit by buying and selling Scotch whiskey and 
Verkade biscuits? 


It appears that that is the major theme of the hidden debate among the Vietnamese 
leaders at present--at least according to many external analyses. For its neigh- 
boring countries whoever fails to come out on top apparently will not have much 
influence. At least if the "pragmatists"” win, Vietnam will be more open in trade 
matters. Perhaps its character as a warlike country--as people in Singapore and 
Thailand like to picture it--will be eroded. 


However, even if the "non-pragmatic" side finally wins, it is still open to doubt 
whether it is true that Vietnam will be more dangerous. The slowness of the eco- 
nomic development process there for leaders of this type may still be related to 








the spirit of dealing with external enemies. The economy which they call for is a 
war economy. However, it appears that the external enemy whom they repeatedly shout 
about is just China. In the words of Minister of Foreign Affairs Nguyen Co Thach, 
the choice at present is a choice “between living in freedom and living as a colony 
of China." 


Thach's words may be too dramatic, in the view of many foreigners. However, it is 
als too dramatic to picture Vietnam as the greatest threat in Southeast Asia. The 
country which has repeatedly won in war by leaving this impression, and which is 
now being helped by the Soviet Union, still reflects bad images abroad, especially 
toward Thailand. Nevertheless, the question still remains as to how far the con- 
flict in Southeast Asia will come from Hanoi in the near future. 


While still engaged in resolving its basic economic problems. Vietnam is important 
for comparative purposes in terms of the kind of development it follows on this 
continent, which is different from the kind of development policies of ASEAN. An 
observer in Ho Chi Minh City said that after observing the country for a few years 
"Vietnam must be ready to become a kind of large Southeast Asian village." If 

that is true, on the basis of such a large village its neighbors may be able to 
make comparisons with themselves. 


Russia, 1 Love You 
Jakarta TEMPO in Indonesia No 37 Vol 11, 14 Nov 81 pp 18-19 


[Text] Their aid is very large, and so is their Embassy. They 
occupy all of the Hotel Caravelle, and a luxurious housing complex 
is being prepared for them. From the opera house the song is 
heard: "A Ticket to Russia.” 


"Linso [corruption of ‘lien so' or Soviet Union in Vietnamese], Linso are coming." 
Words like that will be heard wherever you go in Vietnam, except in Hanoi and Ho 
Chi Minh City. Children living in village areas about 100 km from Hanoi in a 
twinkling of an eye surrounded a Volga automobile in which Indonesian visitors were 
riding, as soon as the car stopped. "Linso," said a young man while knocking on 
the window of the car. Putting his right index finger into his mouth, the half- 
naked young man gave the sign that he wanted to be given a cigarette. 


And Linso, which means Russians, are indeed very popular in Vietnam. They are so 
popular that any person with white skin is sure to be called a Linso. It is said 
that this once upset a Western diplomat. "Our country always wanted to help 
Vietnam, but I object to being called a Linso,” he said. 


However, no matter how large the aid has been from the West, it is certainly far 
below what comes from the Soviet Union. Many observers say that Russia has pro- 
vided aid totaling $3 million per day. There are also those who estimate the 
credits which have come from the Soviets at about $6 million (more than Rp 3.7 
billion) [as published], including paying the cost of the Vietnamese Army in 
Cambodia, which is estimated at between 150,000 and 200,000 troops. The Soviets 
also pay for the Vietnamese Army in Laos which, according to some sources, totals 
50,000 troops. 
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How many Russians there are in Vietnam, no one is prepared to state for certain. 
The Soviet Embassy, surrounded by a high wall, is not far from Ba Dinh Square, 
which faces the Ho Chi Minh mausoleum. The Embassy is not unlike a small Kremlin: 
beginning with the residence of the ambassador, living quarters for the staff, 
office space, and even sports facilities--everything is centered in this broadly- 
spaced complex. 


Another facility is the Hotel Thang Loi. At this hotel which was built by Cuba 
many Russians are also housed. As a Hungarian who lives in the three-storied, most 
luxurious hotel in Hanoi, told us, the Russians seem to prefer mixing with 
themselves. 

"They don't have much contact with Vietnamese," said a hotel employee who speaks 
Russian. This preference for associating with themselves, like Japanese, .lso is 
seen in Ho Chi Minh City, once called Saigon. The Hotel Caravelle, which was the 
most exclusive during the Thieu regime, can now be said to be completely occupied 
by Russians. "At least 300 Russians live there,” said a resident of the city. 





Ou the evening of 17 October, for example, a procession of nine Robur buses left 
the Hotei Caravelle, which has changes its name, taking Soviet tourists on a trip 
around the city. Also in Ho Chi Minh City is a luxurious housing complex for 
Soviet military experts and advisers. 


Nonetheless, Vietnam seems to object to the Soviet Union's having a military base in 
the country. A Soviet warship stopped off in the harbor of the city of Hue around 
the middle of last month. Certain Western sources in Hanoi considered that the 
arrival of the warship and the Soviet Navy team headed by an admiral was the first 
step toward establishing a foreign base. However, an official of the Vietnamese 
Minister of Foreign Affairs denied this. "That is not possible. We are indeed 

very close to the Soviets and welcome th visit of the warship. However, that has no 
connection with a Soviet base," he said. 


Indeed, there is no strong evidence that the Soviets have established a base in 
Vietnam. However, the goodness of their hearts does not mean that their heip has 
been provided unconditionally. An informed source states that rather large quanti- 
ties of Vietnamese fruit have been "exported" to the Soviet Union, particularly 
pineapple. Recently, it was announced that people have also been sent to Russia. 
"There are many Vietnamese who seek work experience in the Soviet Union. Most of 
them are factory workers," state a resident of Hanoi. 


A foreign source in Hanoi confirmed that significant numbers of Vietnamese have 
been sent to the Soviet Union. "It is said that they are a kind of guest worker, 
usually just ordinary laborers," he said. The information obtained from this 
source is possibly true. Minh Ky Dang, secretary of the Vietnamese refugee group 
in the Netherlands, admits that he has received a report that as many as half a 
million Vietnamese have been flown to Russia and Bulgaria. 


Government sources in Hanoi, according to Minh Ky Dang, state that these workers 
consist of volunteers who want to work in the industrial areas of Siberia and 
Bulgaria. “However, it is clear that many of these workers are former detainees 
who live in what are called re-education camps. They are sent to Russia in return 











for the large-scale economic and military assistance which Hanoi has received from 
the Soviet Union,” Dang stated, as quoted in the SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST [Hongkong] 
last week. 


An East German diplomat is reported to have pounded the table when a friend of his 
from Eastern Europe asked about this human exodus. "There is no independence with- 
out strings," he is quoted as having said. Apart from Bulgaria, East Germany is 
known to be very close to the Soviet Union. But it is not known to what extent 

the report is true. 


In any case, as Prime Minister Pham Van Dong has stated, "...Full cooperation with 
the Soviet Union is the first policy of Vietnam" (see interview). One example of 
this cooperation was reflected in a program of Vietnamese people's music and 
dancing in the opera house in Ho Chi Minh City. In the air-conditioned hall, more 
than half occupied by Russians, the tenor Hong Van, a handsome, 30 year old man, 
sang a song called, "A Ticket to Russia," which received unusual applause. Then 
three amateur singers, wearing long sleeved shirts and ties, presented a song 
entitled, "Russia, I Love You." They were asked for an encore. 






















"The Sword Hasn't Touched Your Head' 
Jakarta TEMPO in Indonesian No 37 Vol 11, 14 Nov 81 pp 19-21 


[Text] He is often spoke as the Vietnamese spokesman. He | 
has a well-developed sense of humor and good taste in clothing. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Nguyen Co Thach, it is currently 

said, will be promoted to be a member of the Politburo. Fluent | 
in French and able to manage in English--which he learned from | 
"a woman in India"--Minister of Foreign Affairs Thach, 57 years 
old, has a forceful, captivating manner of speaking. Following | 
are some of the high points of an interview with the minister of 

foreign affairs of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 





Solution of the Kampuchea Problem 


The solution of the Kampuchea problem must be handled carefully, through a confer- 
ence or regional consultations or through the delegation of authority. For example, 
a delegation from the ASEAN group could have discussions with a delegation from 

the Indochina group, without mentioning the names of the respective countries. The 
delegation could consist of one or more countries. Therefore, we seek a solution 

of the Kampuchean question without clearly including the Kampuchean side. 


ASEAN Dialogue 


We have proposed an open agenda. Not only for ASEAN, but quite independent as to 
who will participate. However, that must be done on the basis of balanced choice. 
If you ask a question, we will ask a question also. If today you discuss our 
affairs, we will also discuss questions for our part. That is not so difficult, is 


it? 


Vietnamese Army in Kampuchea 


The presence of the Vietnamese Army in Kampuchea is limited to facing the Chinese 
threat from the southern flank. However, the withdrawal of a part of the Vietnamese 
Army can be accomplished if the borders between China, Cambodia, and Thailand are 
regarded as an area of peace and security. This means there will be no more 
infiltration from Thailand into Kampuchea. 


The withdrawal of all of the Vietnamese Army must be connected with the latent 
threat from China. This cannot be discussed between ASEAN and Indochina, because 
this question is beyond our power. That can only be decided in Beijing. Until 

now the threat from the North could come at any time. Close your eyes and listen 
carefully, so that you will certainly hear: the second lesson, the second lesson... 
They will always hold a threat over our heads, like the sword of Damocles. And 

the sword has not yet touched your head... 


Missing U.S. Military Personnel 


This is really a complex issue. It is not easy to know where they are now. Most 
of them were pilots who crashed or had their aircraft shot down. They are in the 
jungles of Vietnam. Therefore, to find out about them we must have the help of the 
people. They cannot be found with complicated instruments. 


But the Vietnamese people still seem to be angry. They always say: Why do you 
want to help the Americans? They bombed our people, our homes, and all our 
possessions, right? And they don't want to pay war reparations? It is clear that 
up to now America is still the enemy of Vietnam, both in ASEAN meetings, on the 
Thai border, and even in the air, through their radio service. 


Regarding Thailand 


Thailand always feels that there is a threat from Vietnam. If you go far back in 
history, we have never occupied Thai territory. And we always propose negotiation 
of a non-aggression treaty, or a treaty to establish a zone of peace between 
Thailand and Kampuchea. 


Thailand always says that the Pol Pot authorities are on the borders of Kampuchea. 
Meanwhile, we know that they are given asylum in the border areas of Thailand. Such 
a statement is really a danger to Thailand itself. For, if you wish, if we use the 
right of hot pursuit, as was done by America in Kampuchea in 1970, it would not be 
difficult for us to capture Pol Pot and prove to the world that they are on Thai 
territory. However, we refuse to behave in that way. We are not followers of the 
doctrine which approves hot pursuit. 


Relations with ASEAN 


Since 1945 all of the countries which are now associated in ASEAN have been opposed 
to Vietnam, except Indonesia. They developed an army in South Vietnam to oppose 
us. Thus, in fact we are the ones who have a right to fear them, and not vice 
versa... 
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Relations with Singapore? Yes, we indeed have good relations in the trade sector. 
However, in ts political field relations between Singapore and Vietnam are bad. 
They are very clever, pragmatic. Not like Indonesia, which is conservative. In 
fact, we want to import fertilizer from Indonesia and to cooperate in the technical 
field, like the oil industry. I have talked with some high Indonesian officials. 
However, they still appear opposed to this. Perhaps because of the consideration 
of ASEAN solidarity. 


Somewhere Between Powerful and Poor 
Jakarta TEMPO in Indonesian No 37 Vol 11, 14 Nov 81 pp 20-21 


[Text] He walked vigorously, although it was a little bit forced, when he 
accompanied the PLO [Palestine Liberation Organization] leader, Yassir Arafat, in 
inspecting the honor guard in mid-October in front of the Vietnam Central Bank in 
Hanoi. Taking the PLO leader to the residence for visitors, which is next to the 
office of the prime minister, not far from the bank, Pham Van Dong, who was walking, 
was ceaselessly watched by the people. 


For the Vietnamese people, Pham Van Dong is the most honored leader since the time 
of the late Ho Chi Minh. Now, at age 75, in addition to being chairman of the 
Council of Minister (prime minister), he is also chairman of the Central Committee 
for the Renewal of Education. Among the 17 members of the Politburo of the Viet- 
namese Communist Party, Pham Van Dong is the oldest. However, his name appears in 
third place, after Truong Chinh, chairman of the Permanent Committee of the National 
Council, and Secretary General Le Duan, the number one figure in the Politburo. 

The two of them are only 2 years younger than Prime Minister Dong. 





Will this old leader withdraw from the political summit after the Fifth Congress? 
He clearly will not answer the question. Like many leaders in socialist countries, 
it is not impossible that Pham Van Dong will still force himself to remain active 
in holding the highest position in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 


It is well-known that he likes to take a walk in the morning and paddle a canoe on 
Danau Thang Loi (Victory Lake), which lies peacefully on the outskirts of Hanoi. 
When he received TEMPO reporter Fikri Jufri and Sabam Siagian from SINAR HARAPAN 
on 17 October, he was not smoking--although cigarettes are still much enjoyed by 
Vietnamese. In his cup there was no tea but plain water. 


Wearing a short-sleeved white shirt, black trousers, and black canvas shoes made 
in Vietnam, Prime Minister Dong only received the two Indonesian reporters for a 
little more than a half hour. “He is busy attending meetings for the preparation 
of the Congress," one of his aides said. The short meeting with the Vietnamese 
leader, in accordance with the agreement, was not to be reported. What follows 
is a written interview with Prime Minister Pham Van Dong, translated freely and 
shortened: 


[Question] The unification of Vietnam took place 6 years ago. Has Vietnam 
experienced rapid, slow, or stagnated development during that time? 


[Answer] Six years in only a short time. However, during that time the Viet- 
namese people have realized what was dreamed of by so many generations. Never in 
the history of this country has Vietnam been as strong as now. 
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Development may not move quickly in the near future, as a result of poverty and 
the backward state of our economy. That is a consequence of 35 years of war, a 
consequence of sabotage by the U.S. and China, and natural disasters which have 
affected Vietnam repeatedly. 


We indeed lack experience in directing the economy. However, the Vietnamese nation 
has overcome so many difficulties and problems. 


[Question] What in fact is the Vietnamese economic situation now: are you still 
living in the atmosphere of a war economy or have you already entered a phase of 
economic development? 


[Answer] We are carrying out two tasks: building socialism so that it will be 
successful and defending socialist Vietnam. As a first step, we are trying hard to 
raise the people's standard of living, particularly in the agricultural sector, the 
consumption goods industry, and the most important sectors of heavy industry. 


[Question] There is a view that Vietnam is presently becoming increasingly depen- 
dent on one superpower: the Soviet Union. 


[Answer] Those who talk like that are people who do not understand the question 
or turn the truth upside down. "Nothing is more valuable than freedom and inde- 
pendence,” is a sacred motto of the Vietnamese people. The source of our strength 
is ourselves. So also is friendship and full cooperation with our brothers in 
several countries. In this connection solidarity and full cooperation with the 
Soviet Union is the first policy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, and the 
Soviets have provided us with a great deal of assistance for the development and 
defense of Vietnam. 





[Question] It has been repeatedly stated that Vietnam will only end the stationing 
of its army in Kampuchea if the Chinese People's Republic is considered as no 
longer constituting a threat for Vietnamese security. What are the conditions? 


[Answer] China must stop its military assistance to Pol Pot and other reactionary 
Khmer, who oppose the rebuilding of the Kampuchean nation; must carry on discussions 
with Vietnam to resolve questions which concern the two countries; must sign a 
non-aggression and peaceful coexistence treaty with the three countries of 
Indochina... 


[Question] Can you set forth the basic questions which will be discussed at the 
Fifth Party Congress? Is there a basic difference between it and the previous 
Party Congress? 


[Answer] The Fifth Congress of the Vietnamese Communist Party is a continuation 
and development of the Fourth Congress, involving economic development, culture, 
science, technology, with emphasis on improving the life of the people. 


5170 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


IRREGULARITIES IN BUYING, SELLING ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES REPORTED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 22 Oct 81 p 2 
{[Article: "Distribution and Circulation: Buying.,.and Selling") 


[Text] In a really open exchange of views, we and the comrades in charge of the 
Hanoi Food Corporation reviewed the buying and selling of a few commodities, such 
as pork, fish and bean curd. Just these very few commodities have given rise to 
quite a few problems. A fairly interesting question was raised: Following the 
adjusted raise in obligatory purchase prices of agricultural products in Hanoi, 
whose cultivated area is equal to Thai Binh's, is it possible to increase the 
volume of on-the-spot purchases in order to cut down on shipping commodities from 
distant provinces to Hanoi--a practice that has incurred very large expenditures 
and compensatory subsidies? 


Porkers 


In the first 6 months of the year, Hanoi purchased 3,270 tons of live-weight pork 
(1,815 tons at obligatory prices and the rest at agreed upon prices); and received 
from the provinces 3,266 tons (converted to live-weight pork equivalent) in 
pursuance of the state plan. These purchases included a rather high percentage 

of frozen meat from Ho Chi Minh City, whose prices almost matched and sometimes 
exceeded the ones set by private vendors at various Hanoi markets. The price of 
southern meat was high because it was purchased at agreed upon prices, and ship- 
ping costs were high. In addition there was waste and losses during transporta- 
tion. 


In the 3rd quarter, the Food Corporation purchased within the city, 2,502 tons of 
live-weight pork--equal to 76 percent of the purchases in the first 6 months of 
the year--including 1,304 tons at obligatory prices and 1,198 tons at agreed upon 
prices. The corporation also received 2,644 tons from the provinces, including 
664 tons of frozen southern meat, 


In the 4th quarter, Hanoi expects to purchase 5,000 tons of live-weight pork and 
receive another 5,000 tons from the provinces. Following the Council of Ministers 
decision to raise purchase prices on various agricultural products, the suburban 
districts have stated their readiness to sell pork at new obligatory prices so as 
to fulfill assigned plan norms. Banking and financial sectors have prepared 

cash, compensatory subsidies, etc., to ensure prompt purchases, But, during the 














guidance from responsible government agencies. Peasants at a number of places 
brought hogs to stores for sale,..but took them back home. The corporation was 
only able to purchase hogs at agreed upon prices. 






Many hog raising families, not only in suburban districts but also in city pre- 
cincts, wish to sell their animals to the Food Corporation, but its purchasing 
stations preferred to sit tightly, waiting for hog owners to show up with their 
animals, Instead, at the same time, private merchants went straight to the hog 
pens, where they purchased several tons a day. These merchants have used tricks, 






first days, purchases at obligatory prices failed to materialize, owing to lack of 






such as arbitrary pricing, arbitrary weight reductions under the pretext of making 
up for overfeeding, deceptive weighing and even asking hog owners to boil up water 


and slaughter hogs on the spot, thus avoiding payment of the slaughter tax... 
Hog owning families have resigned themselves to swallowing all these tricks in 
order to speed up the sales, 


We know that besides the Food Corporation, many food and beverage corporations and 


marketing cooperatives at wards and villages also send people out to buy and 

Slaughter hogs for sale or meat processing. All these units purchase at agreed 
upon prices; therefore, giving rise to a situation in which many customers living 
in the same zone and all involved in socialist commerce, compete for goods and 
drive prices up. What's more, many government agencies and big enterprises also 
send people out to buy pork, with which to prepare between-shift meals, improve 
third-shift menus, and entertain recapitulative conferences..., often bringing 
commodities along for two and three-way exchanges with customers, even with other 
localities. 


We raised the following question: With fairly good purchases and deliveries 
expected for the 4th quarter, shouldn't the Food Corporation take it upon itself 
to purchase commodities and supply them to food and beverage corporations and 
units with large processing and consumption needs, etc.? This will help reduce 
the number of purchasing centers and eradicate the phenomenon of socialist 
business organizations confusedly competing for goods and shooting prices up. 

At ;laces where commodity sources are scattered, village marketing cooperatives 
may be asked to act as purchasing agents, or as distributors to units having big 
requirements and making direct purchases. 


In stepping up purchases and control of local commodity sources, and in properly 
receiving commodities in pursuance of plan, the Hanoi Food Corporation is in a 
position to ensure supply according to set quotas--and to some extent, a reserve 
for off-season needs--while expanding commercial operations to satisfy more con- 
sumer needs of the city people. But, a fact still warrants concern--southern 
frozen meat is purchased at high prices and has often run into transportation 
snags. If the Food Corporation accepts the meat, its financial branch must 
shoulder very large compensatory subsidies, and meat reserves storage also is a 
difficult problem. If these shipments are rejected and on-the-spot commodity 
sources are reduced meat sales wi!l not be large enough {9 ensure supply and 
maintain market prices...The problem here ts that a review of the economic 
efficiency of frozen meat provide’ by scuchern commercial organizations is needed 
to ensure advantageous prices and bearable compensatory subsidies, Moreover, an 
effort should be made to gradually step up local animal husbandry, expand and 

















strengthen purchases toward controlling commodity sources on the municipal food 
belt, and ensure that locally-grown commodities will gradually take an increasing 
part in the volume of sales. 


Fish 


After publication of new purchase prices on various agricultural products, the 
suburban districts asked to deliver fresh-water fish to the Food Corporation 
according to plan. Agricultural cooperatives no longer hold commodities (including 
fish and pork) while waiting for publication of prices. Since 400 tons of fresh 
fish can be purchased a month, the corporation has planned the purchase of 1,200 

to 1,500 tons for the 4th quarter. Based on fish supply ration standards for 
workers and civil servants, the corporation now needs only some 450 tons per 

month. Proper purchases of suburban fish will give the corporation a sizable 
amount of commodities capable of satisfying that requirement. 


Meanwhile, the marine products sector ugently asked the Hanoi Food Corp»ration 
to receive its fish, According to plan, Hanoi receives 800 tons of salt-water 
fish per month. Under the new price system, the wholesale price of 1 kg of fish 
delivered in Haiphong is 9 dong, if transportation costs to Hanoi--1,2 dong per kg-- 
and other commercial expenses are included on the total bill, 1 kg of fish must 
be sold at 11 dong. When sold at the supply price the financial sector make up 
for the loss. Nevertheless, workers and civil servants were in no mood to buy 
poor-quality fish, even at these very cheap supply prices. As a result, the fish 
was offered for sale at commercial business prices--just 6 dong per kg; but even 
so customers were interested in buying only edible fish, thus fo.cing the cor- 
poration to send rotten and damaged fish to livestock feed<making installations. 
So, how are we to correctly assess the efficiency of these tons of fish caught at 
sea? And let us not forget instances of fishing ships, which have completed 
their catch have delayed for months going back to port and delivering fish to 
receiving units until after price hikes have been announced! Someone quipped, 
"The Food Corporation is ‘dying of fish'!" 


Because of new prices, more commodities can be purchased from local sources, and 
peasants are more willing to fulfill their obligation toward the state and sell 
the rest of their products at agreed uron prices. As in the past, salt-water 

fish represent a large percentage of :ish sales; but now, since purchase prices 
are very high the corporation is headed toward an impasse, whether or not it 
accepts that fish. And it is impossible for the corporation not to aceept it, in 
the face of many pressures from fish delivering agencies, or from organizations in 
charge of ensuring the people's living conditions...In other words, having fish 
causes joy, but receiving it generates 100 concerns, It is earnestly hoped that 
responsible organs straighten out this mess. 


Bean Curd 


We raised the following question; Why is the quality of bean curd at state food 
stores so poor in spite of price increases? Fluffy bean curd, capable of expand- 
ing in size and exhaling a fragrant odor when fried, is almost unobtainable, The 
reputation of Mo bean curd on sale at state stores no longer holds water. When 
this commodity is included in supply quotas, customers are compelled to buy it. 
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But when it is sold at commercial business prices, customers are more selective; 
as a result, daily bean curd sales are not large. 


This is also cause for concern for cadres with the Hanoi Food Corporation. The 
processing industry, equipment and tools cause no worry. What causes worry is that 
soybeans deliveries to Hanoi are of very bad quality. Once, a few dozen tons of 
soybeans shipped from Cao Bang met quality standards, and consequently state 
store bean curd was sought after by innumerable customers. Units received and 
processed soybeans with ease. Another example: When a big soybean producing 
locality in the south delivered its first shipment to Hanoi, both selling and 
buying parties were happy in spite of high prices, because quality requirements 
were ensured, But, subseq.ent deliveries from the same locality (according to plan 
norms of the sector) included sacks of damp and putrid beans, with decomposed 
grains mixed with sand particles and trash. Both sides were then at loggerheads; 
a shipment was rejected with truck going home empty...But, higher-echelon commodity 
management organs and the municipal commercial bureau pressed for acceptance, on 
the grounds of long-term business dealings and of the need to prevent occasional 
shortages. And if the Food Corporation rejected the beans, many other customers 
would be ready to buy them at once. These customers are agricultural products 
corporations, food and beverage corporations and other marketing cooperatives-- 

not to speak of enterprises coming in droves from many localities, capable of 
using large quantities of cash, as well as rare and valuable industrial goods, 

to exchange for soybeans. 


We believe that in business dealings, whether at obligatory or agreed upon prices, 
at supply prices (with the state making up for losses) or at commercial business 
prices, all state commercial and collective commercial organizations are 
responsible for calculating and weighing the pros and cons of business efficiency. 
First of all, properly purchasing agricultural products at obligatory prices 
through two-way contracts is to ensure that state commerce will control large 
quantities of commodities. The formula of buying at agreed upon prices is 
encouraged for products left to the farmers after they have fulfilled their 
obligation; however, agreed upon prices are not synonymous with free market 
prices with total freedom to shoot up. There is a need for division of responsi- 
bilities, planning purchasing networks for specific categories of commodities, 
delimiting purchasing zones for export corporations or agricultural products 
processing enterprises with large requirements, and ensuring a reduction in pur- 
chasing centers previously concentrated on one locality. All products purchased 
at obligatory or agreed upon prices must ensure quality standards and utilization 
value, while purchasing agencies are responsible for guidance, quality control and 
careful storage during the circulation process so as to cut down wastes and loss- 
es. An effort should be made by cities and zones of industrial concentrations 
with big consumer needs to increase investments for developing production in subur- 
ban food belts at a faster pace, and to step up purchases with a view to buying 
more and more local agricultural products and food and shipping less and less 
commod‘ties from distart provinces--therefore, paving the way for saving on 
volumes of transportation, and budgetary compensatory subsidies, and reducing cir- 
culation expenses, 


Properly carrying out the above measures actively contributes to strengthening 
socialist commercial forces, consolidating and promoting the forces of the 
organized market, thwarting bad and sudden changes of the free market, stabilizing 
prices and serving more properly the needs of economic and social existence. 
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ACRI CULTURE 


FULFILLMENT OF 1981 PLAN FOR SALT WATER FISHING EXPECTED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 22 Oct 81 p 1 
[Article: “Salt Waters Fishing Achieves Good Results in Many Provinces") 


[Text] In the past 9 months, despite fewer gasoline and oil supplies, and 
materials shortages, and owing to improved management, reorganization of fishery 
production, final product contracting to individual fishing ships and boats, and 
close association between ocean fishing and sea shore support services, the 
volume of production of the entire marine products branch has reached more than 
76 percent of the annual plan--a 6 percent increase over last year's correspond- 
ing period. The volume of purchases has reached 78 percent of the annual plan--a 
15 percent increase over last year's corresponding period. The branch has 
completed the export plan for the 3rd quarter and the first 9 months of the year, 
earning a foreign currency value equal to 106.5 percent of the 3rd quarter plan-- 
a 20.1 percent increase over last year's corresponding period, If the small- 
volume export value of various localities is included, the export value of 
marine products in the first 9 months of the year will be nearly equal to the 
expected total export value of the entire year. 


Nearly all coastal central provinces have fulfilled the year's plan three months 
ahead of schedule. Phu Khanh has produced more than 28,000 tons, exceeding the 
plan by 28 percent: its sales to the state have exceeded the plan by 14 percent. 
Nghia Binh has produced 24,000 tons, achieving 105 percent of the plan, requisi- 
tion purchased 5,500 tons, achieving 101 percent of the plan, and its exports 

have exceeded the plan by 18 percent. Quang Nam-Da Nang has produced 25,000 tons, 
reaching 100 percent of the plan, and its exports have exceeded the plan by 29 
percent. Thuan Hai and Binh Tri Thien Provinces may possibly fulfill the plan 

in all respects during October. Cuu Long Province completed the year's plan 
during September. Many state enterprises which have never fulfilled state plans 
in past years, have achieved their goal ahead of schedule this year. The volume 
of production of the Haiphong Marine Products Combine in the first 9 months of the 
year is equal to 121 percent of last year's production for the same period. Ten 
of its ships have fulfilled the annual plan. Fish production at Cuu Long, Quang 
Nam-Da Nang, Nghia Binh, Hau Giang and Cua Hoi (Nghe Tinh) state fishing enter- 
prises have begun to be in the black. The entire branch is concentrating guid- 
ance on Bac fish production, striving to fulfill all 1981 norms ahead of schedule. 
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HEAVY INDUSTRY AND CONSTRUCTION 


STALLING ON MAJOR STATE CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS REPORTED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 22 Oct 81 pp 1, 4 
[Editurial: "Greater Concentration on Key State Projects") 


[Text] Owing to new efforts of the construction forces, over the past 9 months 

a number of achievements have been recorded on the building of key state projects. 
In the 2nd and 3rd quarters, a number of basic installations have been completed 
and gradually put into service, such as production line 1 of the Vinh Phu paper 
mill, pier 3 of Haiphong Port, many work projects on the Thong Nhat Railroad, etc. 
The Hoa Binh Hydroelectric Power Plant has entered the stage of building the main 
project of opening a tunnel through the mountain. The Bim Son cement factory 
worksite has finished assembling and installing production line 1. At many instal- 
lations, an emulation movement has grown, drawing innumerabie cadres and workers. 
New payment forms--contractual salary and product salary--have initially brought 
about practical efficiency. 


But, despite this new progress, key projects in general have reached low fulfill- 
ment levels. Building tempo is slow. Some projects are at least three to four 
months behind schedule. Construction quality at many places still is poor. A 
widespread difficulty is that worksites are not supplied with materials in suf- 
ficient quantities and in a synchronized and timely manner. Some places not only 
lack -lectricity, gasoline, oil, iron, steel and cement, but also ordinary 
materials such as sand, pebble, bricks and stone. Some places must prolong con- 
struction time because equipment and materials were not shipped in in time, or have 
been lost or left to spoil, These difficulties come in part from objective causes, 
but mostly from subjective shortcomings in organization and management. The list 
of key projects was announced late. At quite a few places, work on planning, sur- 
vey and design was not done with care. In construction, each project is carried 
out with the participation of many units; it turns out that there is no close 
cooperation between these units. Guidance still lacks unity and concentration, 
first of all, on ways to coordinate construction pace between main and satellite 
works, between the principal project and projects supporting production, between 
units taking part directly in building and others in charge of supply and trans- 
portation of materials and equipment. The commercial and local organizations, 
where key projects are located, have not properly supplied grain and food, and 
ensured the daily existence of worksite forces. Improvement on a number of 
construction management procedures and policies has not kept pace with new re- 
quirements and tasks. 


be 











Key state projects are construction projects having a key significance in the 
national economy---those directly contributing to solving pressing problems 
concerning the economy and livelihood, At planning time, whenever a project has 
been certified as a key one, it must enjoy priority in all respects, from supply 
of capital to concentration of construction forces and means, and guidance must be 
concentrated so as to create material conditions necessary for bringing it to com- 
pletion in time. A small delay at a work component can lead to a big delay on the 
construction line. Hence, all units, branches and localities, whether they take 
part directly or indirectly in building a key project, are responsible for fulfil- 
ling the assigned work within the assigned time-limit. Ensuring construction 
tempo and project quality is an important requirement of planning discipline. 

The construction sector and all other related branches should reexamine past 
developments so as to promptly strengthen weak links, step up construction tempo 
more forcefully, properly solve problems concerning supply of materials, equipment, 
transportation and machinery maintenance, and ensure decent living conditions for 
cadres and workers. Improvement on construction management must specifically begin 
with key projects. There, procedures on labor and property management, expendi- 
tures management, economic accounting, quality control, and testing-for-acceptance 
procedures should be strictly carried out, 


Each key project must really become a key point on which guidance concentrates, 
and a point of convergence for all efforts; at the same time, it must set an 
example on rejuvenating ways of doing business and on increasing efficiency in 
production. 
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HEAVY INDUSTRY AND CONSTRUCTION 


EDITORIAL URGES COAL SECTOR TO MAKE OVERALL IMPROVEMENT 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 12 Nov 81 p l 
[Editorial: "Better Exploit the Coal Sector's Capacity"] 


[Text] Since the beginning of the fourth quarter of this year and on the occasion 
of the 45th anniversary of its traditional festival, the coal sector has launched 
a new emulation movement aimed at further accelerating the mining tempo and 
scoring achievements to greet the Fifth Party Congress. All production installa- 
tions have tried to fulfill their tasks despite numerous objective difficulties 
caused mainly by protracted rains. Many progressive typical models have emerged 
in the process of applying technical measures to heighten the coal yield, 

opening high-output work faces, revamping labor organization to increase the 
quarry digging speed, applying the aggregate repair method to quickly release 
trucks held in repair shops, strengthening the sorting and washing task to 

raise coal quality and so on. The mining tempo has increased in October but has 
failed to fulfill the plan norm, To sum up, the coal sector's accomplishmert 

in the past 10 months represents only more than 70 percent of the yearly plan 
norm. This slow pace cannot be overcome unless outstanding efforts are made 

in all tasks involved in the production process from mining, transportation, 
sorting and washing to consumption. 


As a principal energy producing sector of our country at the present time, the 
coal sector has, after many years of development, a relatively great productive 
capacity which has not yet been effectively exploited, though. A state of 
imbalance is fairly conspicuous in many aspects of the sector. Resource 
investigations have not yet met the requirements of planning, construction and 
mining. Since it has been done slowly capital construction has made it impossible 
to commission the various projects on schedule. For lack of uniformity, invest- 
ments have been made without attaching importance to simple reproduction desigred 
to maintain production. In the field of mining and business, economic effective- 
ness is still low, coupled with a slow rise in labor productivity and coal quality. 
Management is still burdened with pluralism and the sense of responsibility has 
not yet been raised at all levels. The workers’ life is still beset with 
difficulties including a shortage of food, housing and daily activity amenities. 








The endeavor to raise the coal sector's capacity constitutes a direct struggle 

to overcome the abovementioned weaknesses and shortcomings. In the near future, 
great efforts must be concentrated on improving quality and effectiveness, making 
the most of the existing capacity, boldly applying scientific-technical innovations 
to raise production effectiveness and synchronizing all phases of the production 
line. In the field of capital construction, investments must be focused on the 
building of central projects including the Cao Son, Vang Dahn and Mong Duong mines, 
machine repair works and a number of railroads in the coal area and also on the 
transformation and consolidation of sorting, washing, transportation and moving 
facilities with a view to meeting the immediate requirements and creating 
conditions to increase the mining output in the coming years. 


Management is a field in which improvement can be achieved rapidly, effectively and 
inexpensively. First and foremost, it is necessary to apply scientific organiza- 
tional measures to satisfactorily exploit the existing labor force by making 

rational structural arrangements and by correctly implementing the work incentive, 
wage and reward policies and by taking various measures to take care of the 

workers’ life. Specific guidance must focus on improving the weakest points 

such as mechanical repair and transportation, moving, sorting and washing facilities. 


The coal sector receives the attention and support of the whole country. Each 
achievement and progress made by it constitutes a valuable contribution to 
overcoming the energy difficulties encountered by other production sectors. 
Let it exert greater efforts in the current dry season to mark a vigorous step 
forward. 
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HEAVY INDUSTRY AND CONSTRUCTION 


CARTOON SHOWS POWER STATION OPERATORS DEMANDING BRIBES FROM FARMERS 


Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 9 Nov 81 p 2 











Substation operator to farmer bearing bribes: 
Now this is your "two way” electricity. 


People have their electricity cut off because 
they don’t know how to ask me. 


9332 
CSO: 4209/122 





HEAVY INDUSTRY AND CONSTRUCTION 


BIN SON CEMENT FACTORY FURNACE SHOWN 

Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 22 Oct 81 p l 

[Photo caption] 

[Text] Picture shows Furance 1 and its two hot and cold terminals, of the Bim Son 


Cement Factory (Thanh Hoa). Furnace measures 185 meters in length, 5.2 meters 
in diameter, and its annual output is 600,000 tons. 
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HEAVY INDUSTRY AND CONSTRUCTION 


BRIEFS 


NEW NATURAL GAS FUELED POWER SOURCE--On 19 July 1981 the Electric Power Corporation 
Number One safely placed the first gas turbine at Tien Hai into operation. The 
turbine has a rated output of 7-10 MW. As of 1900 hours 19 July 1981 the turbine 
had delivered 700,000 kWh. This is our nation's first natural gas fueled electric 
power project at the Thai Binh oil and gas bore well. More than 8 months after 
it was proposed by the State and the Ministry of Electric Power the turbine began 
safe production of electric power. This is a cooperative collective project of 
Central level sectors with the local sector from laying the foundation, moving 
the equipment to the site and regulating the equipment as well as constructing 
the gas pipeline from the bore well to the Tien Hai gas fueled electric power 
station. [Text] [Hanoi KY THUAT DIEN LUC in Vietnamese No 4, Aug 81 p 28] 
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TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 


NEW CHANNEL UPGRADES CAN THO PORT 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 22 Oct 81 p 1 
[Article: "Opening New Channel Through Dinh An River Mouth to Can Tho Port"] 


[Text] (VNA) Recently, the Sea Route General Department organized the dredging 
of more than 1.5 million cubic meters of mud from a 10 km-long channel at the Dinh 
An river mouth, opening a new channel for ships carrying 5,060 tons into Can Tho 
Port (Hau Giang). 


In the past, ships with 2,000 to 3,000 ton capacity had to sail through the Tien 
Giang river mouth to Long Xuyen, and from there down the Hau Giang river to Can 
Tho Port travelling more than 200 km, Now, owing to the widening of the Dinh An 
river mouth, ships leaving Saigon Port for Hau Giang do not have to go through the 
Tien Giang river mouth, thus reducing the itinerary by more than 100 km by going 
straight from the ocean to the port channel permitting rapid turn-around for large 
ships. 


The Navigation Insurance Service in association with transportation units of Can 
Tho and Saigon ports, has tested the new channel and sent in the Long Chau dredg- 
ing boat to remove mud and earth so as to ensure that the depth and width of the 
new channel meet the requirements, and to place buoys for guiding ships to enter 
the port. A number of ships carrying from 1,000 to 3,000 tons and the ship Ben 
Nghe carrying 5,000 tons have docked at Can Tho Port, unloading coal and wood 

and receiving grain and food shipments. 
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POPULATION, CUSTOMS AND CULTURE 


BEGGAR CHILDREN, POVERTY, STRICT SOCIAL STRATA PART OF HO CHI MINH CITY 
Paris L'UNITE in French 24 Oct 81 pp 10, 12 
/Article by Antoinette Mauve: "Bitter Return to Vietnam"/ 


/Tex:/ Everything happened very quickly. Few people noticed it and the others did 
not react. It was on the main road that links Ho Chi Minh City to the Chinese 

town of Cholon. A coolie was carrying a mountain of cornbread loaves on his pedi- 
cab. Suddenly a lot of children rushed out together off the sidewalks filled with 
pedestrians and hit him with stones and pebbles thrown point blank. The assault 
was brief. The old man collapsed on his pedicab and the pack of hungry children-- 
they were between 8 and 12 years old--fled, their arms full of cornbread loaves. 


Children have invaded Ho Chi Minh City. First there are the school children, and 
in the evenings, when classes are finished, one would think one was watching some 
impressive demonstrations, there are so many of them moving along the sidewalks. 
And then the others: fewer, to be sure, but a surprising number all the same. 
Children of Americans, copper colored or much too pale, "forgotten" in the torment 
of the days of April 1975, and who dominate by size the swarm of little Vietnamese 
beggars, their brothers. One meets them everywhere. On the edge of the town, 
foraging through the fields of garbage, those last vestiges of the era of American 
abundance, in search of everything that is negotiable and above all those plastic 
bags that today are worth a real fortune. 





One meets them in the markets, of course, but they also swarm all over the public 
gardens, where they occupy all the benches and do not give up their seats to lovers 
and other passersby in search of a rest except in return for a few coins. One way 
is aS good as another to make sure of the daily bow] of soup. The sharper ones 
Slip into the former Saigon station and sit on the seats of the “Transvietnamese”" 
before it leaves for Hanoi. The passengers getting into the train must give them 
here too a 10 franc piece if they do not want to stand in the corridor for the 
2,000 kilometer journey: 


As for the children, why would they be afraid to be found by the ticket collectors 
to be traveling without a ticket? The police, in fact, regularly round up all 

the children who wander around the markets in town, shut them in the carriages, 
send them northwards and release all these beggars, small group by small group, up 
to 100 kilometers away from Ho Chi Minh City. A waste of time! A few weeks later, 
the same children are again wandering through all the markets of the former 
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capital of the south. Besides, what can they do when they are hungry if aot 

prow! around the markets in search of a few scraps? Although the population of 
Ho Chi Minh City is not as starving as all these destitute children and adults, it 
is nevertheless in a permanent state of malnutrition. There is a shortage of 
everything. One must expend vast amounts of imagination and “dong"* in order to 
succeed in feeding oneself even in a frugal manner. 


In the working-class open-air restaurants on the street, it is commonplace to see 
people--who are not beggars--make a rush for the last dregs of soup a customer 
leaves at the bottom of his bowl. On the terrace of one of these retaurants, some 
people were finishing eating some duck eggs, a well-liked dish here. A man went 
up to their table, suddenly picked up the shells and fled, eating them. How can 
one forget this scene? And yet, in the midst of this painful food shortage, there 
are still many enclaves of abundance. 


Restaurants and first-class cafes are frequented by three very distinct groups of 
Clientele: on the one hand, the remainder of the former bourgeoisie who did not 
succeed in fleeing the country and who, in desperation, are squandering their 
money, living from day to day; on the other hand, this new caste of privileged 
people, known in one popular expression as “the resistors of the 25th hour", 
arrogant leaders of blocks or neighborhoods, or bureaucrats, steeped in their 
power and made rich through bribes; and finally, those who become rich because a 
relative who fled to the West regularly sends them a package of precious products. 
Cloth, medicine, paper, and so on, are not to be found in Ho Chi Minh City. Three 
or four meters of cloth received from abroad allows the person who resells them 
to live confortably for several months. 





This phenomenon, which is tending to move away from the fringes, has some contra- 
dictory consequences. Passively waiting for a package of rare products is not the 
best stimulant to encourage these recipients to participate in the rebuilding of 
their country. but on the other hand, this artifical injection of basic products 
prevents Vietnam from finding itself in a situation of total, crue] scarcity. 


While some are stuffing themselves with choice dishes, and the others are tightening 
their belts a little bit more, trucks crammed with rice are driving away on the 
roads leading to Cambodia. “They are really plaguing us with their Cambodia story." 
the Vietnamese reply evasively, when one wants to discuss with them the question of 
their bothersome neighbor. 


This summer, the rice harvest was good, something that has not happened for years. 
The Vietnamese will, then, in all likelihood, have a little more than the bare 
minimum. Is this a short respite before plunging into difficulties again or does 
it announce the start of better days? It is, of course, too soon to answer, but 
the “specialists” from sister nations who are training the Vietnamese workers never 
stop complaining of the apathy of the local workers who, according to them, are 
too easily exhausted by the tasks they are asked to do. How could it be otherwise, 
with such food rations? It is a commonplace remark to say that the Soviets make 
‘mo secret of their contempt for the Vietnamese, and that the Vietnamese return the 
feeling. The whites who venture into the working-class neighborhoods are 
inevitably treated as “lien-xo"**. The tone used and the stare of the curious 





*Dollar. **Soviets. 








does not indicate any sympathy for the foreigner. In vain we explain to them that 
we are “Balan”* and that we would prefer to speak to them in English, French, or 
even Vietnamese, they stare at us suspiciously and tirelessly chant “Lien-xo, lien- 
xo" with a disturbing determination. 


"So what? Vietnamese and Russians, we are all brothers, no?" smilingly explained a 
Soviet to a young woman who was struggling because he was hugging her in his arms 
after kissing her on the cheek. The girl still struggled and, for this gesture 
that Asians consider humiliating, the Soviet had to listen to all the insults in 
the world that the vendor-women knew. “Since we are all brothers, why don't you 
kiss that one, huh, you pig?" one vendor-woman shouted at him, pointing her finger 
at her colleague, who was a good 70 years old. Bursts of laughter in the market. 
And the Russian fled, trying to avoid the very varied missiles thrown in his 
direction. 


This example is rare. Not that the Russians in general are less awkward in their 
relations with the Vietnamese, but because, like all “advisors” from “friendly 
nations," they live completely apart from the Vietnamese population. Specially 
reserved hotels equipped with comfort that is unknown in traditional houses, 
transportation assured by coaches, also reserved, contacts with the local cadres 
limited to the unavoidable business relations. The “socialist comrades” do not 
make the least effort to try to understand the country and its people. But they 
alone are not responsible for this isclation. Vietnamese law forbids the people 
from making any contact with foreigne:. in the country, including “comrades from 
sister nations." In these circumstances, it requires a large amount of courage 
to dare to speak to one of these foreigners in the street and a courage that is 
close to heedlessness to invite one of these same foreigners to one's house. Thus 
few people risk it! 


Nevertheless, one does meet these outlawed people: a few high-ranking officers, 
whose history of resistance to the American occupation makes them absolutely safe 
from any suspicion, as well as a handful of rather elderly intellectuals whose 
desire to confide in other people is stronger than the fear of possible reprisals. 
They are bitter, these people who are suffocating because they are not able to 
express themselves freely and who view someone to speak with as a lucky supply of 
oxygen. Bitter because they feel betrayed. They remained in the South, believing 
the official statements on the autonomy of the GRP /expansion unknown/ 

and the necessary but distant reunification of the country. 


Bitter at not being able to do anything to stop the communist regime of the North 
being simply copied in the South. Bitter because reading is a supervised 
activity: the only newspaper--Catholic and not official--that maintained a 
certain freedom of expression has just been suddenly and totally abolished. The 
TIN SANG was, it is true, the most widely read newspaper in the country, including 
by many communist cadres who preferred it to the offical, austere, and boring 
NHAN DAN. Bitter again because all forms of cultural expression are strictly 
controlled. 


"And yet," admitted one of these intellectuals, “in Saigon, we don't have too much 
to complain about!" Bitter, finally, because in spite of the real, but minimal, 
improvements (for example, one no longer has to ask for authorization to move 
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around within the country, one simply informs the district head that one is leaving), 
they cannot bring themselves to imagine their future, so long as the foreign aid 
is solely the too restrictive aid from the Soviet bloc. 


“The problems facing Vietnam at the end of the war were immense. The noncommunist 
Western nations must give us sincere aid in rebuilding our country. Much would be 
gained in efficiency and in freedom." I was speaking with a man who had fought 
General Thieu so that corruption, prostitution, poverty, injustice, and lack of 
freedom would disappear. Six years after the departure of the former dictator, 
these scourges are more firmiy imbedded than ever. More than that, another 
phenomenon has been added that, previously, corruption prevented from occurring: 
bureaucracy. The owner of a factory set up in a large village near Ho Chi Minh 
City had to dismantle his factory, I was told, to rebuild it anywhere except in 
that village because the manufacturer did not live in the village where his factory 
was. The spirit of initiative is being killed. 


Vietnamese socialism is truly, in many ways, the brother of Polish, Czechoslovakian, 
or Soviet socialisms. Even the oppositions are similar. Because they are bitter 
and not despairing, many Vietnamese have not given in, even if they only fight 

this often Kafkaesque world with the only weapon they have left: humor. New 
popular expressions, humorous songs, riddles, and jokes spring up everywhere. 
Sometimes they are nothing more than a mere translation of the jokes they tell in 
the “Eastern countries." Such as the one concerning the son of the Vietnamese 
cosmonaut who is asked by a friend when his parents, away from the house, wil] 
return. “My father is in space," answers the child, “he will be back tomorrow 
morning. My mother is in line to buy rice, and I don't know when she will] return." 


When I arrived in Ho Chi Minh City, a Vietnamese officer said to me, with an 
apologetic air, "You know, Vietnamese socialism; it is 10 percent socialism and 
90 percent underdevelopment.” If by socialism this friend meant the kind that is 
known in Poland or in Czechoslovakia, there is no doubt that this percentage has 
increased considerably since last year. The tragedy is that the percentage of 
underdevelopment has also increased! 
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